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GREAT BRITAIN. 


CONTAINING, 


AN ACCOUNT of thy Loſes which 
the Landed aS,.wcll- as. 
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LEATHER. T1; * 2 


AN D 


AN ESTIMATE of the Prot, which 
would arile, co the NVobility, Gentry, Free- 
holders, Farmers, and Grazie, of this 
Kingdom, it the Exportation of ſuch Lza- 
ther was prohibited. 


7 A he whole being founded upon the former Policy of 
England in Regard to LEATHER, as is ſhewn 
by Extracts om ſeveral Laws; at ſtated in · ſo 
- plain a Manner, that Frteholders, Farmers, &c. 
who are deeply intercſted-in this Branch of Trade, / 
will be able to find out, whether what is 18 con- 
cerning it, be true or falſe. 2. 
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LEATHER TRADE 


CONSIDERATIONS 


ON THE 


O F 


GREAT BRITAIN.” 


8 Leather was one of the anci- 
JE ent ' Staple Commedities of this 
eg Kingdom, and is at this pre- 
ſent Time not only permitted to be ex- 
ported to other Countries, but favoured 
by the Allowance of a Drawback of 


Duty; many People will be apt to think 


it is very preſumptuous in any Man, to 


attempt ſhewing, that the Exportation of 
Engliſh Leather is prejudicial to the landed 
and trading Intereſts of England. 

* And 


(2) 


And a Man might very juſtly be charged 
with Preſumption, if he undertook a Thing 
of ſo much Conſequence, without having 
more to urge in his Behalf, than his own 
private Judgment or Opinion ; but this is 
ſo far from being my. Caſe, that I have 


very little of my own to offer, on this 


Head; and that little is fo conſonant to 
the Policy of England in former Times, 
that it can ſcarcely be called mine. 


| Any Perſon who will look into the an- 


cient” Engliſh Laws concerning LE A- 
THER, may ſoon know, that ſome Sorts 
of Engliſb Leather could not be exported 


without a Licence from the King, in the 


Reign of Henry VIII; — that treble Cuſe 
toms were laid, in the Reign of King Ed- 


ward VI, on all Sorts of Leather or Hides 


_ exported ; — and that the Exportation of 
Leather or Raw Hides was prohibited, un- 
der very ſevere Penalties, during the Reigns 
of Queen Elizabeth, King James I, King 
Charles I, and till the 2oth Year of the 
Reign of King Charles the Second; ſo 
that there is nothing new or particular in 
ER LE men» 
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mentioning theſe ſeveral Laws, as they 


have been often mentioned before, and 
are better known to Thouſands of Perſons 


than they are to o me. | 


N or is it a Secret; that great Quantities 


of unmanufactured Engliſh Leather have 


been annually, and for many Years, ex- 
ported, to all or moſt of the Countries 


with which Great Britain carries on any 


Trade; or, that the Prices of Shoes, Boots, 
and Britiſh Leather Manufaftures in ge- 

neral, are at this Time, and have been 
for a Number of Years, much higher 
than they were thirty or e Years ago. 


And as theſe reſpectable Authorities, or 
well known Facts, are the Baſis upon 
which my Argument is founded, I hope 
I ſhall not be charged with Preſumption, 


by candid and impartial Readers; eſpecially 


when it is conſidered, that the Reaſon of 


every Law doth always go before the Law 


itſelf, and muſt be pointed out by ſome 


Perſon or other, in order to be weighed 


by the united Wiſdom ofthe Kingdom. 


A Prohibition 


o 7 B 2 


LEY, 

A Prohibition to export unmanufatured 
. + Britiſh Leather, would not greatly decreaſe 
the Expences of any one Perſon, but 1 
humbly apprehend, that upon the Whole, 
it would be productive of con/iderable Ad- 
vantages to People of all Ranks and De- 
grees, particularly to the Nobility, Gentry, 
Freebolders, Farmers, Manufacturers and 
Labourers; and J hope that a Proſpect of 
ſuch general Good, will remove thoſe Pre- 
judices, which a commendable Partiality, 
in Favour of ancient Cuſtom and Lage, 

may raiſe in many People upon this Occa- 
ſion; eſpecially as ancient Lſage, in Regard 
to the Leather Trade, hath been oppoſite 
and not uniform; ſo that this Sort of Par- 
tiality hath not any Foundation to reſt upon 


The Whole of what J have to ſay con⸗ 
cerning theſe Matters, being founded upon 
former Laws of England, I ſhall begin 
with reciting or referring to ſuch of them, 
as are moſt material in this Caſe; and 
mention, in as few Words as I can, the 
Matter of ſuch Parts of the faid Laws, as 

| | _ moſt 


N 


moſt nearly concerns the Point in 1 Queſ- 
tion, that I may not make this Treatiſe 


more bulky | and experiſtye than is neceſ- 
ſary. 8 ws 


In the ayth Vear of the Reign of King 
Henry the Eighth a Law was made 
whereby it was enacted, That no Tanner 
ſhould export any Sort of Leather, either 
tanned or untanned; and that no Perſon 
thould export wntanned Hides, or any 
Leather called Backs or Sole Leather, 
without ſpecial Licence from the King 
for the ſame, — Statute 27, Henry VIE 
Chapter 14. 


In the Reign of King Edward the © 
Sixth, fo nibh Leather was exported out 
. of England, That the Commons of this 
“ Realm could not hen have for T: welve 
- Pence, that they might in Times paſt 
* have had for Eight Pence ;” and it 
was therefore enacted, That treble Cuſtoms 

ſhould be paid for Leather or Raw Hide: 
exported. — Statute 2 and 3. Edward VI. 
Chap. 9. 1 
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for one Year. - 


(6) 
In the firſt Year of Queen Elizabeth, 


Hides out of the Realm, for Merchan- 
dize, was made Felony, — Statute I. Eli- 


 Sabeth, A 10, 


ut this 3 not proving effectual, it 


was enforced by a Clauſe in an Act paſſed 


in the fifth Vear of Queen Elizabeth, Chap. 
83; and in the 18th Vear of her Reign, the 
Penalty of tranſporting Leather, Tallow, 


or Raw Hides, was made Forfeiture there- 


of and of treble the Value : It was likewiſe 
enacted, That Ships or Veſſels, employed in 
tranſporting thoſe Commodities, ſhould be 
forfeited, if the Owners of them knew 
of their being ſo employed, and did not 
give Information of it; alſo, that the 
Masters and Mariners of ſuch Ships, 
knowing of ſuch Offences, and not giving 
Information thereof, ſhould forfeir all 
their Goods and Chattels, and be impriſoned 
— Statute 18 Elizabeth, 


In the thirteenth Year of King Charles 
the Second, it was enacted, That no Per- 
: ſon 


EN 

ſon ſhould carry or tranſport out of Exg- 

land, the Skins or Hides, tanned or un- 

tanned, of Ox, Steer, Bull or Cow, &cc. 

and the Tranſportation of ſuch Hides or 

Leather, was then declared to be, a com- 
mon and public Nuſance. — Statute 13 

and 14 Charles II. Chap. 7. Sections 2 

and 11. 


But in the twentieth Year of King 
| Charles II. a Law was made, whereby Li- 
berty was given to export Leather and 
Skins, tanned or dreſſed, — Statute 20 
Charles II. Chap. 5. — and this Exporta- 
tion was permitted, in order to raiſe 
the then fallen Rents of the Lands of 
England. 


For the former Hrict Prohibition to 
export Leather, is mentioned in the Pre- 
amble to the laſt named Statute, as a 
Cauſe of the Full in the Rents of Lands; 
but I have not any where found it men- 
tioned, that the faid Liberty to export 
Leather, raiſed the Rents of Lands at 
that Time. 
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Nor is it likely, that thoſe Rents were. 
raiſed by that Means, as one principal 
Cauſe of their Fall was, a ruinous Trade 
with France ; and this manifeſtly appear- 


ed, by the Rents of Engliſh Lands riſing 


4 little, during the Prohibition of the 
French Trade, from the Year 1 678 to 
the Vear 168 5 incluſive, 


a But BE SY Matters might be, 
it appears by the ſeveral Laws before men- 


tioned, that the Exportation of Engliſh 


LEATHER, was either abſolutely pro- 
hibited, reſtrained to Licences, or diſ- 
couraged by treble Cuſtoms (treble Taxes) 


from the twenty-ſeventh Year of the 
Reign of King Henry the Eighth, to the 


twentieth Year of the Reign of King 


| Charles the Second, which is, One Hun- 


dred and Thirty-two Years. 


And the Reaſons of the ſaid Prohibi- 
tion, Reſtraint, and Diſcouragement, ap- 
pear by the few Lines I have inſerted 
from Statute 2 and 3 of Edward VI. 
Chap. 9. — namely, to prevent à Scarcity 


of 


AE) 


of Leather” 11 England; but the pre- 


amble to Statute 1 to Blizabeth, Chap. : 
10, will more fully ſhew, what the Poli- 


cy of England in thoſe Times was, in 
regard to Engliſh Leather, and the ſaid 
Preamble is as followeth. 


«© Where at this preſent Time, tanned 


Leather, Hides and Tallow, and all 
Things theresf tnade, is growen and 


come to ſuch high and exceſſive Price, 


as the like within the Time of Man's 
Memory hath not been ſeen within this 
Realm, by Reaſon that divers, and 
ſundry covetous, and greedy Perſons, 


now of late, having more Regard unto 
their own ſingular Lucres and Gains, 


than unto the Maintenance and Pre- 


ſervation of the common and public 


Weal of this Realm of England, have, 


"contrary to the Laws and Statutes of 
this Realm, conveyed, or cauſed to be 
"conveyed, out of the ſame, unto the 
Parties beyond the Seas, there to be 
_ uttered by Way of Merchandize, ſuch 
great Store and Plenty thereof, that the 


"6/08 Leather, Hides, and Talk, is 
„„ more 


T2355 


been permitted, though the Quantity pro- 


gh 5 


% more plentiful, and to be had better 


£ 


* 


cheap there, than here within this 
Realm, to the great Hurt, Hindrance 


< 


* 


and Damage of all the Queen's moſt 


4 


loving Subjects.“ 


« For Reformation whercof be i it en- 


« acted, Ge. 


From theſe ſeveral Laws for prohibit. 
ing the Exportation of Leather, Tallow, 


or Raw Hides, it is manifeſt, that the 
Quantities produced in England of thoſe 
Commodities were not, in thoſe Times, 
thought to be more than ſufficient to ſup- 


ply the People of England, with ſuch Parts 
of Cloathing and many other zeceſſary 


Things as are wrought out of Hides and 
Tallow. 


And it is now thought that the Quan- 
tity of Tallow prod uced in Great Britain, 
is not more than is wanted to ſupply our 
Home Conſumption, for the Exportation 
of that Commodity is till prohibited 
but the Exportation of Leather hath long 


duced 


661 
duced '6f it (excepting from "Raw Hides 
pay bears a natural and unalterable | 


PIE to gs n of 7. allow.” 


FLO 14 


2 | 3 
80 that the Quarter of Late pro- 

| od in this Kingdom, cannot be in- 
creaſed beyond its Proportion to Tallew, 
nor can theſe Commodities be increaſed to 
anſwer any increaſed Demand for them in 
other Countries, unleſs there be at the ſame 
Time, a proportionably greater Demand 


Y for Engl. ;/b Beef; becauſe Oxen, and Cows, 


are bred and fed in this Country chiefly for 
their Fleſb and Milt, and not for the Va- 
lue of their Hides and Tallnw, for thoſe 
will not ſell for Money enough to Pay the 
—_ grazing LANE, Dot, 


hed as the Money akin) 1 the Sale 
ak b Beef Cheeſe, Butter, and Milt, makes 
by far the greateſt Part of the Rents of the 
breeding, feeding and dairy Lands of Great 
Britain, the Numbers of Oxen and Cows, 
bred, fed; and killed, in this Nation, will 
always be governed by the Pemands for 
Beef, Cheeſe,” Butter, and Milk; and the 
3 for theſe Commodities will be 
na. C 3 = almoſt 
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almoſt wholly governed by the N amber 
of People in this Kingdom, becauſe the 
Quantities of Beef, Eheefe, and Butter, 


exported from this Country, though con- 


ſiderable in themſelves, are mere Trifles 


when compared with the Home 9 


tion of thoſe OATS UNO} 551857 


: That ag pen e of, hen or 
18 the Exportation of Leather, and 
Tallow, ſeems to depend, upon there being 
or nat being more; Shoes; Boots, Sadlera- 
Mares, &c. Sope, Candles, &c. wrought out 
of the Hides and Tallaw'of the Cattle killed 
in this Kingdom, than are wanted for the 


ſeveral Uſes of the People who eat the 
Fleſh of the: Cattle to killed. For as to 


the Number of Raw" Hides imported b 
England, ihat depends upon the Laws of 
otlier Countries, as well as of this Country, 
and there fore cannot ſo certainly be de- 


pended upon, nor can the Numbers of ſuch 
Hi as ſe impirted, bear any great Propor- 


tion * weh of Leather in his 
an: 2 POLIO 4 2 e 
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ö Seb by the Probibition to euport 


Tallow, that the Quantities produced of 
that Commodity in Great Britain, are not 
more than enough to ſupply our Home- 
Conſumption of it; and the Exportation 


r 


of Leather was likewiſe prohibited, undet 


ſevere Penalties, in the Reign of that 'grex 


Princeſs, Queen Elizabeth; and continued 


ſo, for many Years" after her Death: I 


| ſhall; under the Countenance of ſuch high 


Authority, humbly take the Liberty of 


ſaying, that I think it is d⁰¹E,‚Hul, whether 


or not, the Hides of the Catile killed, to 


ſubſiſt the People of this Nation, are more 
than ſufficient, to provide thoſe People 
with Shoes, Boots, "Sadlets :4vares, Code 

| Harneſs, and army er e prog wrought 


out Fol LOOT" g n 45 1 
Fan it is well b e the Pritdes if 
Shoes, f .&c. have been greatly increaſed . 


within thirty Years laſt paſt; and it iscers 


tain, that a Commodity of ſuch general 
Ule, and fo freely bought and fold in all 
Parts of this Kingdom, as Leather is, can- 
nat 
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(Gag 
What Alterations there may have been 
of late Years in the Price of Oak Bark, 
I cannot pretend to fay ; but ſuppoſing 
that this Commodity hath. been dearer of 
late Vears, yet this Dearneſs will not ac- 
count for theſe advanced Prices of Lea» 
ther Manufactures. | 


So. that there remains only one Way 
of accounting for this Alteration, and that 
is, by the Exportation of | Leather, which 
hath been / great for many Years paſt, 
that there is no Room to doubt of its hav- 
ing been the Principal, if not the only 
Cauſe of this Dearneſs of Shoes, &c. of 
late: Years; for every Perſon knows, that 
| when there is not enough of a Commodi- 
ty, it will be dear, and that the Price 
cannot be brought to the common or na- 
tural Rate, till there is more of that Com- 
modity produced or brought to Market, ſo 
that the Quantities brought to be fold, may 
be as great as are wanted to be bought. 


It happens that J have by me a printed 
Sheet of Paper, which was preſented to 
Par- 
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is an Account of the'Dratobacks allowed 


and I have ſome Reaſons for thinking it is 


(66% 


Parliament ſome Years ago, wherein there 


for-' Leather," and Leather Manufatures 
exported from the Port of London, in 
even Years from 1725 to 1732; and alſo, 
of the Drawbacks allowed for Leather, 
and Leather Manufafures, exported from 
all the Ports of this Kingdom in one Tear, 
from 24 June 1731 to 24 June 1732; 
ſaid to be taken from the ' Exciſe Office, 


a true State of thoſe Drawbacks. 


| Landing 10 that Ant the Draw- A 
back allowed for Leather exported from I 
the Port of London, in ſeven Tears, from 
24 June 1725 to 24 June: 1732, Was as 
followeh: ; 


For unmanufatured Leather, Sixryy - 
nine Thouſand 735 Pounds 9 Shil- 3 
lings and 3 Pence TE | 


Por 5 * 0 Four 
Thouſand 70 Pounds 17 . 


and 11. Pence +. 


And 


_:; way 
And the Draubacꝶ allowed for Lea- 
ther, exported: from all the Ports of: this 
gaom in one Near, from 24 June 


* 9 


n ather, 
Pour Thouſand 82 17 Pounds 5 
Shillings and 8 Pence. | 


-r * „ * a *&. 
| * 


For unmanufacrured Leather of all 
2 Sorts, Eight Thouſand 393 Pounds 
A Shillings and 5 Pence + 2 


"Y 


4 


7 * 


ys” | F or manufactured Leather, Seven 
: Hundred 40 Pounds 16 Shillings 


and 6 Pence. 1 


+ 0 # 
> 


So that in this Year, there. was above 
Twenty -fix times as much Leather ex- 
ported unmanufuctured as was ex exported 
Is. 


4 


For the Drawback of Duty allowed on 
8 Leather ( Hides and Calves Skins) 
exported unmanufactured, is one Penny 
for every Pound weight Avuoirdupoi xe, and 
reckoning the Drazwback allowed for ſuch 
Os Leatber 


rene 


Leather exported in the abovementioned 


there muſt have been exported no leſs than 


of Leather, unmanufattured, in order to 


Boots, Gloves, &c. and exported is, one 


hundred and ci gbteen Thouſand four Hun- 
Pounds Weight of ſuch Leather Manufac- 


bb. 
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ſand Pounds Weight of good Leather is as 


(618) 
Year, to be only thirteen Thouſand Pounds ; 


three Millions one Hundred and twenty 
Thouſand Pounds Weight of thoſe Sorts 


receive that Sum of ea 


The . of Duty — on 
tanned Leather manufactured into Shoes, 


Penny Half-penny for every Pound Weight 


Avoirdupoi xe; ſo that no more than one 


tures were exported, in order to receive 
ſeven Hundred and forty Pounds for Du- 
tres Drawnback ; and 1 18,400 lib. is not 
quite one e fixth Part of 33120,000 


Now if I am. rightly mat, three 
Millions one Hundred and twenty Thou- 


much of ſuch Leather as is uſed in mak- 
ing three Millions one Hundred and twenty 
Thouſand Parrs of Shoes, for Men, Wo- 
- = men, 


ou) 


men, and Children, in the Proportions | 

and in the Circumſtances they exiſt; and 
it is good Leather that is chiefly exported 
from this Kingdom, for there is indiffer= 
ent and refuſe Shoe Leather in other Coun- 
tries, but there is a Want of the prime Parts 


of 1 Shoe * to work it up. 


80o that the Prat of our Leather at 

Home are ſomewhat increaſed by the Qua- 
lities of the Leather ſent abroad, as well 
as greatly raiſed by the vaſt Quantities an- 
nually exported; for according to the be- 
fore · mentioned Account, above one third 
Part of the unmanu factured Britiſh 
Leather exported, between 24 Jun Fe 
1731 and 24 June 1732, ou Sole 
bene e 1 COL OPS 


| _— We Millions one - Hin Wy 
twenty Thouſand Pairs of Shoes are pro- 
bably as many as are yearly worn by one 
Million ve Hundred and fixty Thouſand 
People, reckoning the Wealthy, the Sub- 
ſtantial, and the Poor, upon an Average, 
and including their Wives and Children; 
for I am apt to think; that one Pair of 
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Shoes a Vear is more than many Thou- 


be much raiſed of late Vears, for the Quan 
tity; of Leather, exported. as before 


which gley are founded, and in Regard to: 


id e, G all Colour of Neeb, Jl 


a3 


fands of Children in this, Kingdom have 
to wear, and as the Number of the Poor: 
vaſtly. exceeds that of the Rich, to Pairs 
bf Shoes for each Perſon upon an Averages, 
may well be taken for the Medium el 
enten e Shoe Leather. 


\. Theſe. Things being conſidered, it can- 
not be a Wonder, that the Prices of Shoes 
and other Leather Manufafures ſhould, 


tioned, can hardly be leſs than 4 Furth 
or a Fifth: Part of the annual Home Con- 
ſumption of Engl. ſh Shoe: Leather ; and 
we know, too well, by late Experience in 
the high Prices of Corn, that the advanced 
Prices of Commodities do more than equal © 
the Wart. or Degree , Scarci ty, upon ; 3 


CORN.. they have exceeded the Degree: 


But as to the advanced; os of LEA. 
THER, I take it to be a;fair Riſe, and 
to have proceeded from the Exportation of 
Kaos et 5 8 much 
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(2a) | 
much greuter Quantities of that Comma 


dity than can be ſpared; for the ſeveral 
Laws and other Mutters before mentioned, 


induce- me to think, that Great Britin 
neither hath nor can have mucb if any more 
Leather 70, bare for Expurtation, than 
what is produced out of Raw Hides: IM. 
PORT ED, or from the Hides of Engliſb 
Cattle killed to ſupply the Demand for 
Engliſh Beef. ABBA. f eie 


We as that Nature doch nakingic | 


1 vain, and though no Man hath ſhewn; 


that the Fleſh, Hides, and Fat of Eau 


Cattle do naturally bear ſuch Proportions 


to each other, as are neceſſary to enable 
the People of England to live comtortably 


and conveniently, by the Help of their 


Labour: and--Ingenuity, yet, ſuch may 


really be the Caſe, for aught that appears; 
nay, the Dearneſs of Leather in England, 


ſince the Exportation- of it. hatir been very 
great, doth in a Manner ſte w. that the 
natural. Proportions- eftabli ſhet between a 
thoſe three necgſſary Commilities in this 


Country, are ſo adapted" t6" tlie warte, 
3 and eee of Mankind, that 


they 


3 — P lb AT EEE AO 
— — —— — — SNL rb "Y TUM e 2 * 
— * þ 5 4 mw Fo 4224 jos eee 
— — — — — — Ces —* —— —— — 
— — — a — _ ” i 5 


— — 
* 2 
— 


— phe — 
—_— P 


iii 
122] 


25 9 


| Thing that I have heard, though I think 


People of this Age do cettainly conſume 


(22) 
they cannot be departed from without In- | 
Etivenience.” =o FC 

bene £ | | aa | 7 IG 
It will bb be aid, that the com- 
mon People of England wore more Lea- 
ther for their Chathing in the Reigns of 
Queen Elizabeth and King James I. &c. 
than the common People 'of this Nation 

now wear, and this may be true for any 


* 


it rather doubtful; for if the common 
People in thoſe Times conſumed more 
Leather in Doublets, &c. the common 


much more Leather in Aprons, worn by 
Manu facturers of V ood We Meral, oe.” 


"Dae hometer thoſe Nee ee * 8 
it is manifeſt from the Laws before revited,! 
that they were chiefly intended to prevent 
the Exportation of. ſuch Leather as was 
proper for Shoes, &c. for untanned Hides, 
and Leather called Backs or Sole' Leather 
were the only Sorts of Engli %% eue 
which could not be exported in the Reign 
of 5 Henry VIII. without his ſpecial 
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ſumption of Shoe Leather, in Propor- 
tion to the Number of People, was grea- 
ter in thoſe Times than at preſent; be- 


63 


A 


And I am perfiiaded: that no Perſon 
will ſet about to prove, that the Con- 


cauſe moſt of the Towns in England are 
now paved, the High-ways are kept in 


repair with Gravel, &c. and are at leaſt 
ten Times as often travelled over as ny 
Were 200 Years ages e e enen 


185 that thou oh the Ak of W 
not have materially affected the Conſump- 
tion of Shoe Leather, yet the Increaſe: of 
Intercourſe between the People of London, 
and the People of the ſeveral Counties of 
England, hath much increaſed that Con- 


ſumption ; while, on the other Hand, the 
Means of ſupplying this increaſed Con- 
ſumption, have been decreaſed by various 
Means, the moſt conſiderable of which, 
I ſhall mention, as they may not occur to 
Perſons who are unacquainted with the 
-_ of n e oy, 
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25) 
ſumption of PN Se in Bridles, Collars, 
&c. for draught Horſes; and the Numbers 
of Gentlemen's Coaches,, Stage- Coaches, 
 Poſt-Chaiſes, &c. have been greatly in- 
creaſed within thirty Years paſt, in which 
Carriages as well as in the Harneſs for 
them, there are vaſt Quantities of Engli/h 
Leather uſed ; fo that upon the whole, 
our Home Conſumption of this neceſſary 
Commodity, is greatly increaſed, and be- 
Xx ' yond its natural Proportion to the i 2 egen 
= Number of People 


WEIR" 4 


"3 5 For the Quant. ty: of Beef con ſumed in 
| the Famil y of a Nobleman, Gentleman, 


= Freebolder, or Farmer, is not governed by 
XX the. Number of Coaches, Waggons, &c. 
S | kept for the Uſe, or to carry on the Buſi- 
neſs of ſuch a Family; but by the Num- 
ber of Perſons of which it conſiſts, and 
| this doth not always increaſe proportionably 

Ss tothe mcreaſed Number of Carriages. 


The ſme fox Horſes which draw a Coach, 
one Day, may at other Times be employed 
to draw a Chariot, a” Poſi-Chaiſe, or as 
Saddle- Hor ſes ; ; and there may be but one 
E _ 


(26) 
 Crachman and a Poſtillion kept i in a Family 
that hath 4 Coach, a Chariot, a Chaiſe and 
a Poſt-Chaiſe ; ; which Servants do not con- 
ſume the Jes Leather by being employed 
in thoſe e | ” 
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And the fare Men and Horſes which 
are ſometimes employed to attend a Fa- 
mily, may at other Times be employed in 
Huſvandry ; ſo that this Part of the increaſed 
Comſumption of Engliſh Leather doth not 
create adequate Means for. ſupplying it. 
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It is likewiſe to be remembered, 


That great Numbers of Foreign Ships 
were formerly victualled with Engliſb Beef, 
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J and that this Victualling Trade hath not 
| only been removed to Ireland, ſince the 
ij Reign of King Charles II, but great Num- 

| bers of Engliſh Ships have of late Vears 
Wal | been vifuallkd” with Triſh Beef; ſo that 
1 the Raw Hides imported from that Coun- 
[| | try cannot be conſidered as a Surplus in 


England, but as a neceſſary Fund for ſup- 
plying thoſe BriziſhSeamen with Shoes, &c. 
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(27). 
who. are vitualled with the Ae, of- Ter | 
land, $a es wo 


From che whole of what I have already 
1 concerning Engliſh Leather, I 
think! it is mänifeſt, that this Nation nei- 
ther hath nor can have much, if any, Lea- 
ther to ſpare for Exportation, a long as 
the Conſumption of Engliſh Beef is in @ 
Manner confined to the Engh/b e 
and if this ſhould really be the Caſe, 1 
cannot | comprehend how the Eæportation 

= of our Leather, unmanufactured, and with 
4 Drawback of Duty allowed upon it, can 
7 be. a national. Advantage, When all the 
= Conſequences of that Een are con- 
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For by this Means, the ealthy and the 
Subſtantial, People of this Nation, who 
will be ſupplied with good Shoes, nd other 
Leather Manufatiures, are obliged to pa V 

much Ager Prices for them. | 


| And those valuable People, the Manu- 
fa@urers and Labourers of this Kingdom, 


who cannot pay high Prices for Sboes, &c. 
E 2 muſt 


— — 2 
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(a) 
muſt yet pay dearer, or give as much 
. for an indifferent Pair of Shes as 
would formerly haye bought 4 very good 


Pair; which muſt bear hard upon the in- 


ferior Sorts of working People, eſpecially 
where there are 6, 8 or 10 Children to 
maintain; and how ſuch Families are at 
preſent provided with Shoes, I cannot 123 
tend to * . 
It is true chat great Sum of Money are 
annually brought into this Kingdom for 
the Leather exported out of it, and this is 
undoubtedly a national Advantage, when 
conſidered abſtractedly from the vera 
Conſequences which are inſeparabl y annex. 
ed to it; but ſince People of all Ranks 
and Degrees are by this Means obliged 
either to pay much higher Prices for a com- 
mon and conſiderable Neceflary of Life, 
to be ill ſupplied with it. or not to be ſup- 


#lied at all, and theſe ſeveral Things muſt 


be brought into the Account ; I fear, that 


when they are ſubtracted from the na- 
tional Advantage ariſing from the Money 


brought Pome for the Leather fent abroad, 
there 
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there — remain but 4 very ſmall Ballance 


| $58 \ 


in Favour of Great Britain. 


"24 I cannot 545 Ad that this 


vaſt Exportation of Engl. 5 Leather hath 


increaſed the Tmportation of Forei gu Tea: 
ther into England, which cannot be a pro- 


fitable T rade ; becauſe, the People of 
other Countries have Engli 14 Leather, 


almoſt exempted from Duties, and the 


People of this Nation wear Foreign Lea- 


ther, that pays about T, per eu. for 
Britiſ Duties. : 3 

Thus far, I have conſidered theſe Mat- 
ters as they relate to the Welfare of the 
Nation in general, but chere is another 
Point of View wherein 1 it will be neceſſa- 
ry to conſider them, and that is, with 


| Reference to the Janded Intereſt'of Great | 


Britain ; for the Support of. that Intereſt 


hath long been the eſpecial Care of the 


Legiſlature, and the Fruits of their Wil- 


dom are reaped in the mncreaſes Rents of 


| Lands in general, to which 6 humbly | 
dpprehend, the Exportatioa 0 os Gre Lea- 


ther 
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F 30 
ther. thant can be ſpared. and this, unmanu- 
factured, hath: not at all contributed. 5 ; 


: 


I confine what I have ſaid, to the Ex- 
ortation of. unmanufabtured Leather and 
to more of. that than can be ſpared ; for 
as to the Permiſſion to export manufac- 
tured Leather, ſuch as Shoes, Boots, Sad- 
lers Wares, .. Kc. and the 1 of 
Duty allowed for ſuch Manufattures when 
exported, they are undoubtedly produce 
tive of much national Good, and will 
certainly continue to be ſo, as long as 
the Quantities exported of thoſe Manu if ac- 
tures are not greater than can be ſpared. 


- 


PT <4. ww 


| But as to exporting more Leather Ma- 


nufacturet than can be ſpared, or any un- 
manufattured Leather at all, unleſs it be 
fuch as is not fit for Shoes, Boots, Sadlers 
Wares, any Uſes in Huſbandry, Manufac- 
turies, or for any neceſſary Purpoſes in 
common Life; 1 am humbly of Opinion, 


that the Exportation of Leather Manu- 


factures under that Circumſtance, or of 


unmanufactured Leather that is proper for 
any of thoſe neceſſary Things or Uſes, nei- 


ther 


(31) 
ther i is nor can be, any 5027 Advantage to 
the landed Intereſt in general, or to the 
Owners of breeding and e Lands i in 
| F 


2 


This will ub bedech be ng very 


9 extraordinary, by many landed Gentle- 
3 men, and there is really a Shew of Reaſon 
A for their thinking i it ſo, becauſe it is very 
4 5 natural for a Gentleman or a Freebolder to 
3 think, that be dearer Leather /e/ls, the 
4 more profitable grazing Lands will be; and 
1 yet, the Contrary of this hath come to 


= pals, in regard to Corn, for the Rents of 

8 Engliſh Lands, in general, _have riſen, as 
the Prices of Engliſh Corn and Grain i in 
general, have fallen. 


'S 
4 


So that it will be Ween” to inquire 
6 | in to the remote Conſequences of the preſent 
z Gain which ariſeth to the Nobility, Gen- 
= ry, Freebolders and Farmers, by theſe 
edvanced Prices of Leather; for the Cat. 
tle bred or fed on their Lands, do certain- 

I ell for more Money on this account, 
and the Money thus received, is fo much 
Profit 
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In order to make this Inquiry, it will 
be neceſſary to ſay how much the Prices 
of Oxen, Cows, &c. have been raiſed by 
theſe edvanced Prices of Leather ; and I 
ſhall reckon this Riſe at Ten Shillings per 
Head, upon an Average, though it ma) 
be more or leſs in reality; but this wil 
neither help nor hurt the Argument, ant 
ſome Rate or other muſt be fixed upon. 2 


— 


3 
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Su ppoſe then, that a Freebolder, For- 
ner, or © th can now have ,one Hun- 
4 and ten Pounds for Twenty H. ead of 
ſuch Cattle as could not be ſold for more 
than One Hundred Pounds Thirty Years 
ago; and that he accordingly. tells theſe 
1 Head of Cattle for the former 
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"It; is evident that i in 1 this Cale, the Free 
bolder,” Former or Grazzer, . and copſe- 
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ceive this Money, can keep. it in tbeir 
Purſes, it muſt, then be allowed to be a 
real Profit. + but if, in conſequence of 
their, receiving t theſe. Ten Pounds, they 
muſt pay ſo much more Money hereafter; 
than. they would otherwiſe have had to pay, 
it will then follow, that theſe Ten Pounds, 
which they reckoned upon as gear Cain, 
are only . them for a; Time. es” 
And if 6” it c ſhould, e cher Wi 540 
ney ſo lent, will not only be callad fer 
again, but take a little more Money along 
with it, by Way" oof Tntereſt, it will then 
| follow, that neither the Gentlemam nor the 
Farmer fare real Gainers by tho tidvanced 
Prices of Leather; ſhould it alſe happen, 


i 44% - 


that the receiving of theſe Ten Pounds 
doth by one Means or other prevent ſome 
Money from coming into the Purſes of the 
| Gentleman and the Farmer, which they 
might. otherwiſe have received and Rept 
therb, it will then follow, that they are 


LION <4 we ruſe of Leather. 


I fig thi if theſe ſeveral Conſequences 
00 attend the advanced Prices of Leather, 
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: ty that Ten Pounds paid nnn 


for Taenty Head of Cattle, on account of 
the advanced Prices of Leather, raiſes the 
Coft of the Shoes and other Leather Ma- 


nufattures wrought out of the Hides of 


thoſe Cattle, Fifteen Pounds Four & billings 


and Two Pence, upon a very moderate 


Computation, and this 1 5J. 4s. 2 d. is to 
be paid by the ah ans ns . 2 


; Shoes, c. 


Now the Buſineſq is, to determine, 
; 


What Part of he Sum of Mey: goes 


out of the Purſes of the Nobleman, Gen- 
tleman; Freeholder, and Farmer, or out 
of the Purſes: of. ſuch: of them as gained 
the Ten Pounds paid nnn for 5 
: Wo Head of Cattle. T:Yo aa: 12 


An in onde to 0 it is to be obſery- 


. ed i in the firſt Place, 


That the Nobility, Gentry, Frese 


and Farmers, of this Kingdom, conſume 
more Leather in Shoes and Boots, in pro- 
portion to their Numbers, than is con- 


F 2 ſumed 


($2) 
ſumed by Merchants, Tradeſinen, Manu- 
fatturers; Labourers, &c. and that the 
Foun formen Ranks or Claſſes of People, 
together with their Families and Servants, 
do conſtitute about one baif of the Fea- 
ple * Great Britain. | 


In the ſecond Place, i 15 18 to be obſerved, 


That he Quants ties 5 1 worn 
or uſed by the Nobility, Gentry, Free- 
holders, and Farmers, in Saddles, Bradles, 
Collars, Harneſs, &c. for their Horſes or 
other Cattle, and in their Carts, Maggons, 
Cbariots, Coaches, or other Catriages, is 
probably equal to the Quantities o Lea- 
ther conſumed by themſelves, in Shoes and 
Boats; or at leaſt, that thoſe Ranks or 
Claſſes of People do, by themſel ves, their 
Families, Servants, Cattle, or in their Car- 
riages, conſume, tuice as much Leather 
as 1s conſumed by the trad: 7 Half of the 
Nation. 


If theſe Things-s are ſo, it vin then 
follow, | 


5 = 
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That Ten 8 Two Shilling: and Nine 
N of the above Sum of 15“. 48. 2 d. 
will be to be paid by the Nohlen Gen- 
ktleman, Freeholder or Farmer, ho re- 
ceived the Ten Pounds which were paid 
extraordinary for the Twenty Head of 
Cattle; fo that the Money which cameo 
v ſibly into their Purſes, on account of 
the advanced Prices of Leather, is all of 
it as v:/ibly carried out again, by the ad- 
vanced Prices | of Shoes, Boots, Sadlers 
Mares, &c. with a few Shillings, by Way 
of Intereſt, which may be more than 3 or | 
4 3 upon Ten Pounds, but can hardly 


DO 


And this is all done without any Ex- 
 fortion or unreaſonable Profit on the Part 
of the Butcher, Tanner, Shoemaker * or 
Saaler, for every Man hath a Right to 
live by his Trade or Profeſſion, if a law- 
ful one; and Tradeſmen muſt reckon theit 
Profit, by the Money required to carry, en 
their Trades, or they cannot maintain and 
make a future reaſonable Proven far 
their Children, — 5 5 


1101 14 200 


"From 


638) 

Flom thence it > evident; chat che 
ſceming preſent Profit which' ariſes to the 
landed Intereſt of Great Britain, from the 
increuſed Prices of Cattle, occaſioned: my 
the Dearneſs of Leather, is a mere 
ception, and upon the whole, 4 real | 
I. _ to Fw landed erh | 


f 


I come now to peak of the third Con- 
-ſequenice reſulting from the advanced Prices 
"of Leather, to the Prejudice of the landed 
\ Intereſt in general, and to the Owners of 
grazing Lands in particular; for what 1 
have hitherto mentioned, doth not come 

home to the latter, but what follows, will 
reach their particular Intereſts, and I am 
1 that the Owners of Cin and 
Dairy Lands, will not think” it 4 Matter 


7 * 0 TR. P * b - - 0 


go 
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The H, Monch Auna vl and 
common working People of England (exclu- 
ſive of Scotland and Wales) together with 
their Nies and Children, conſtitute about 
one Half of the People of his Nation, and 
their Number, upon a very moderate Com- 
putation, may be rated at zhree Millions. 
22's Now 


(i 395): 


Novy every Perſon knows, that theſe 
Ne have no other Means of Living 
than what their daily Labour affords them 
(excepting when they are ſick or out of 
Employment) and that in general, heir 
Expences are equal to their Incomes, ſo that 
if they earn 4 Shilling a Day, they expend 
that Sum my we an eee the TW 
way. Arg 


OW Re is * Caſe of 0 theſe raluabl peo. 
ple in * 


And 1 hence it le und 520 


That f the Pri ce 7 any.c one N. Se” 
ef Life, which they are under a Neceſſity 
of having, be much raiſed ; whatever Mo- 
ney they, pay more for ſuch a Commodity, 
they muſt ſave it in ſome Article or oo 
of their e 1 


If they pay an extravagant Price for 
Corn as, unhappily of late, they have done, 


they will have the 4% Money to lay out in 
Hleſh Meat, Cheeſe, Claaths, Coals, &e, 


And 
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And the advanced Price of Leather doth 


probably put them to an extraordinary an- 


nual Expence of Eighteen Pence per Head 
for Men, Women, and Children, upon an 


Average; ſo that they have 4%, Money by 


Eigbteen Pence a Head youy Annum, to 580 


y 


Tf 


* > fog though Biebreen ; FRI will — 
but little Fleſh Meat, yet Six Eighteen 
Pences will buy a good Piece of hung Beef 


or Bacon, for a poor hard labouring Family 
to taſte of z@w and then, and contribute 


more than a little to the comfortable Liv- 
ing of ſuch a Family; it would alſo con- 
tribute to raiſe the Rents of the: grazing 
Lands of Great Britain, for Three Millions 
of Eighteen Pences per Annum, come to 
Neo Hundred and Tuenty Five Thouſand 


Poundis a Vear, which Sum would buy Porty | 
Five Thouſand Head of Cattle at Five 


T" Ours per Head. 


Forty Five Theufind Head: of ink 
would probably be killed every Vear in 


England, more than hefe are preſent; and 


in 


(4) 
in oder to fipphy this increaſed Conſump- 
tion of Beef, Forty five Thouſand more 
Calves muſt be reared every Year, 


The Live Stockof Cattle neceſſary to tap. 
oy ſuch an increaſed annual Conſumption, 


would be Ninety Thouſand Head, ſuppo- 
ſing them to be killed when they are two 


Years old ; and Ninety Thouſand Head of 


Cattle would require Ninety Thouſand 
Acres of Land to graze and feed them 


upon ; and the Money arifing from the 
Rents of thoſe Lands would not be talen 
out of the Landholders or Parmers Purſes, 


by the advanced Prices of Shoes, Boots, 
Saddles, Bridles, Harneſs, Coaches, &c. 


People of all Ranks, Degrees and Claſſes 
would then be more cheaply ſupplied with 
| all Sorts of Leather Manufactures; and 
there would be Forty five Thouſand Hides 


of Oxen, Cows, &c. more tt tann every 


Year, than at preſent, and /o much more 
Leather might be n into Shoes, &c. 


J. Exportation. 


Which Shoes, 1 9 come much 


cheaper to Foreign Markets than Engliſb 
© Shoes 
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( 42) 
Shoes can now be exported ; for as the Lea- 


ther would be cheaper, the Shoes, &c. bs 


of it, muſt be fo likewiſe. 


1 bope that theſe ſeveral Thiog v will'be 
ſufficient to convince the Owners of the 
breeding and Feeding Lands of Great Bri- 
tain, that it is not their Intereſt to have 


Leather continue dear; and I muſt now 


beg leave to ſay ſomething in Relation to 
the Laſſes which the Owners of the Corn 
and Dairy Lands of Great Britain ſuſtain, 
by. the 'Exportation of Engliſh Leather 


UNMANUPACTURED. 


In the printed Sheet of Paper * 
mentioned, the Expence of manufacturing 
Leather into Shoes, &c. is eſtimated: at 


one Shilling per Pound Weight of Leather, 


which; for 3,120,000 Pounds of Leather 
annually exported. unmanufattured, comes 
to One Hundred and fifty fix Thouſand 
Pounds a Year; and this Sum would main- 
tain Siæ Thouſand te Hundred and forty 


Families of working Shoemahers, Sadlers, 


and other Monufadturers of Leather, at 


7 


(43) 
the Rate of twenty five Pounds a Year for 
each Family, which Sum is probably near 
the general Medium annual bets of ſuch 
Manufacturers. 


1 4o not veliess ht werd are One Tbou- | 


{md Families of Leather Manufafurers 
unemployed in Eng land, but whatever 


Number of ſuch Families may want Em- 


ployment, they would undoubtedly ſoon 
find it, F no Leather was permitted to be 
exported till it was wrought into Shoes, 
Boots, &c; and as labouring People who 
have Children, and Pariſh Officers who 
have the Care of Poor Children, do natu- 


rally put ſuch Children to learn thoſe. 


Trades, which are moſt likely to afford 
them Employment and Maintenance, an In- 


creaſe of the Leather Manufacturies would 


| ſoon be followed by an Increaſe in the 
Number of Leather Manufacturers. 


It is not, however, to be expected, that 
there would be ſo many as Three Millions 
300 Thouſand Pounds Weight of Leather 
Manufafures annually exported out of 
Great Britain, if the * ſhould 

G 2 here» 


(44) 


hereafter be pleaſed to confine. the Per- 


miſſion to export and Drawback of Duty 
allowed, to ſuch Britiſh Leather as ſhall 


be fully manufactured into Shoes, Boots, 
Sadlers Wares, &c ; but there would cer- 


tainly be many Times more of ſuch Ma- 


nufactures annually exported, in that Caſe, 
than have been exported of late Vears; 
for moſt of the Leather exported from 
this Kingdom being of the bet or better 


Sorts, it is undoubtedly worn by the 
wealthy or ſubſtantial People of other 


Countries, for the moſt Part, and as Lea- 


ther is a Neceſſary of Life, the Sale 


of it doth not depend upon e ar 
Faſhion. 


The Sale of E510 Leather, in other 


Countries, doth indeed depend bon the 


Laws of thoſe Countries, but I humbly 
apprehend, that none of the Nations with 


whom Great Britain now carrieth on any 


conſiderable and reciprocally profitable Trade, 
could reaſonably take Umbrage at ſuch 
a Britiſh Meaſure ; for the People of 
8 pain, Portugal, Germany, Holland, Eaſt 
2 &c. cannot but be ſenſible that 

the 


EE 

the Brit1ſh' Legiſlature hath greatly fa- 
voured the . Conſumption of their Mines, 
Fruit, Linens, and a vaſt Number of 
other Commodities, which they import in- 
40 Great Britain, by laying vaſtly higher 
Duties on the ike Kinds of Commodities 


of the Growth or Manufacture of France, 
than are _ on their Commudities. vat 


And Ss long Experience wah ſhewn, 
that this Country cannot conveniently ſpare 
much, if any, Leather for other Coun- 
tries, there is the greater Reaſon for not 
permitting any to be exported, till it is fully 
manufaftured; that the Loſſes which Great 
Britain ſuffers, in other Reſpe&s, by the 
Exportation of Britiſh Leather, may be 
made gaod to her, by the Profits arifing 


from the I * the Leather fo 
exported. 


More eſpecially, as the Britih Lea- 
ther Manufafures are not loaded with 
high Duties at Exportation, but on the 
contrary, are permitted to be exported 
with Je/s Duty on them than is paid by the 
Britiſh N which is a Circumſtahce 

that 


(WF 
that ſhould be well attended to by thoſe 
Nations with whom we trade, as Leather 
is not @ Luxury but a ' Neceſſary of Life. 


And though the Lafl ſuſtained by Great 

Britain in giving up her natural Right, 
to Manufacture this Material of ber own 
Growth, be conſiderable, yet, the Ræſump- 
Zion of that natural Right cannot much af- 
feet any one Nation; for as Engliſh Lea- 
ther is eſteemed the beſt in Europe, for 
the Uſes it is fit for, moſt of the Nations 
in Europe do therefore buy more or leſs 
of it, ſo that the Difference to any one 
Nation world be very inconſiderable. 
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Nor ſhould the future Efe& of ſuch a 
Meaſure, if taken by the Britiſb Legi/- 
lature, be eſtimated by other Nations ac- 

cording to the preſent Prices paid by them 

for Britiſh Leather ; becauſe a Decreaſs 

in the Exportation of that Commodity would 
„ make it much cheaper here, and the in- 
creaſed Charge of manufacturing it in this 
Country, would probably be ballanced by 
he __ Price of Leather, 
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„ 
So that though, in that Caſe, leſs Bri- 
tiſh Leather would be conſumed by the Pro- 


ple of other Nations, yet, ſuch of them 


as ſtill continued to. wear it, might be as. 
cheaply ſupplied with Britiſh Shoes, | &c. 
as they are now ſupplied: with Shoes, &c. 


made of Britiſh Leather ; or at leaſt, if 


they paid more Money for the former, it 
muſt be owing | to the People of thoſe 
N: ations biddiug upon each other, and not 
to any. Cauſe of Dann in this Country. 


But if the Contrary ſhould happen, the 
fame united Wiſdom which keeps fo 
watchful an Eye over the Trade, Manu- 
Facturies, &c. &c, of Great Britain, and 
hath been pleaſed to allow a Draubacł of 
Three Half Pence a Pound on Britifh 
| Leather Manufafures exported ; can in- 
creaſe that Nrawback to Three Pence a 
Pound,” if the Public Weal of theſe Na- 
tions and the Continuance of Harmony and 
a good Underſtanding with the Friends of 
Great Britain, ſhould at any Time make: 


ſuch an Increaſe of Drawback neceſſary. * 


Theſe: 


(48) 


Theſe antecedent Conſiderations being 
diſpatched, it will now be neceſſary to 
conſider what Conſequences of a domeſ- 
tic Nature and Influence would reſult 
| from confining, the Permiſion fo export h 
and Drawback of Duty allowed, to ſuch 
Britiſh Leather as ſhall be Fully manufac- 
tured into Shoes, Boots, Sadlers Wares, 
Kc. and not wrought up into ſome ſham 
: Manufa&ure or other, in order to comply 
with the Letter of the Law, but to evade 
the Intention of it, and to deprive this 
Kingdom of that Quantity of Labour 
which is neceſſary to remanufadure any 
ſuch ham ManufaBures, into ſuch Shapes - 
or for fuch Purpoſes as in Reality _y 2000 
be all along intended for. 


WH ſhall Rte ſuppoſe, the Expor- 
tation of unmanufactured Britiſh Leather 
to be prohibited, and that, in conſequence 
of the ſaid ſuppoſed Prohibition, there 
are annually exported from Great Britain, 
Two Millions of Pounds Weight of Bri- 
tiſh Leather Manufaftures, inſtead of 
the before-mentioned Annual Export of 

3,120,000 
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2, 120,000 lib. of n Leather, 
and of 118, 400 lib. of Leather Manu- 
factures. 


- The this Caſe, tbe Quantity of. Leather 
annually exported ont of this Kingdom 
would be decreaſed One Million #299 hun- 
dred and thirty eight Thouſand four Hun- 
dred Pounds Weight, 


But the Quantity of Leather Manufac- 
tures annually exported out of this King- 
dom would be increaſed One Million erght 


hundred and eighty one Thouſand 2 "7 


Hundred Pounds M. erght. 


Now the Expence 7 manufatturing that 
increaſed annual Export of Leather Ma- 
nuſaclures, at the Rate of One Shilling 
per Pound Weight of Leather, would be 


Ninety four Thouſand and eighty Pounds 


Sterling; and ſo much more Money would 
Great Britain annually gain from other 
Nations by this Increaſe in her Leather 
Manufa&uries. | 


He _ Whereas, 
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Whereas, the Decreaſe of 1, 238, 400 
Pounds Weight, in the annual Export of 
Leather, if valued at One Shilling per 
Pound Weight, comes to no more than 
 Sixty-one Thouſand nine Hundred and 
twenty Pounds Sterling; and in the Bri- 
tiſh Merchant, Vol. I. Page 292, tanned 
Leather is valued no higher than Y 3: O: 
per Cent. lib. Weight, which is no more 
than about 6 d. + per Pound Weight; fo 
that Great Britain would not loſe more 
than £.61,920 a Year by the Decreaſe in 
the Quantity of Leather exported. 


The Reſult of this Matter, with Re- 
ference to the Increaſe of Wealth in this 
Kingdom, would then be thus: 

F . 

ained by the Increaſe of Ma- | 
 nufafury _ — N ns 

Loft by the Decreaſe of ee 61,920 

portation — 1 5 


Increaſed annual Gain of 5 8 
Money — _ 


But 


—— * * 
, - "= * 1 
a 3 Ia eu urs — — 
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But hs would not be the whole aa 
Gain in Money ; for as in this Caſe, there 
Would be 1, 238, 400 Pounds Weight of 

Engliſh Leather /e/5 exported every Year, 
than now, the Importation of Foreign Lea- 
ther into this Kingdom, would decreaſe in 
nearly that Proportion, as well as become il 
cheaper ; and conſequently, ſo much 7% 
Money would be exported to buy Foreign 
Leather, and the Manufafures wrought 
out of it, would be ſomewhat cheaper than 
they have been of late Years. 
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I have now conſidered the Leather 
 Tradedf this Kingdom in the ſeveral Points 
of View which are chiefly to be attended bl 
to; and therefore ſhall ſum up the Whole, b 
by giving a brief Account of the Advan- 9 
tages which, I humbly apprehend, would bl 
ariſe to the Kingdom in general, and to 
the Nobility, Gentry, Freeholders, Far- 
mers, and Grazters in particular, if the 
 Exportation of Britiſh Leather, not fully 
manufactured into Shoes, Boots, Glover, 


Sadlers, Wares, &c. was to be prohibited. 
Oo. Firſt 
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. Firſt, 


The Manufacturers and common work- 


| ing People of Great Britain would be 
better and more cheaply ſupplied with 


Shoes, &c. than they have been of late 


Years, and their Families would thereby be 
enabled to live a little more comfortably, 


Second, 


ne ſubſtantial and thi wealthy Peo- 


ple of this Nation would likewiſe be more 


cheaply ſupplied with Shoes, and Boots ; * 
as well as with Saddles, Bridles, Collars, 
Harneſs, &c. for their Horſes or other 


Cattle, and with Leather for their Coaches, 


Pop- _ or other Carriages. 


Third, 


As an Tucreaſe in the Leather Manufac- 
turies of this Kingdom would find Em- 
ployment for many People who are or 
may be unemployed, and have no other 
Means of living than by their Labour ; 

the 
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the Conſequence of ſuch an Increaſe of. 
Employment would be, a Decreaſe of the 

Poors Rates in many Parts of England, 

for the preſent, and à general Decreaſe of 
thoſe Rates 6 in the pens: of 7 or 10 Tears. J 


Fourth, 


As the . in the Poors Rates would 
be proportionable to the Increaſe of the 
Leather Manufatturies, the increaſed Ex- 
portation of Leather Manufactures, before 
ſtated, would reduce the Poors Rates En- 
gland, 720 lefs than N inety four Thouſand 
and eighty Pounds a Year ; which would 
be about ten Pounds per Annum for each 
Pariſh, upon an Average; but as ſome 


Pariſhes have few or no Poor to maintain, 


while other Pariſhes are greatly burthened 

with 7hem, thoſe Pariſhes would be moſt 
eaſed by theſe Means which moſt wanted- 
Relief. 


* And the poor People whom an Increaſe in 


the Leather Manufacturies would find Em- 


ployment for, might then live reputably 
90 their on Labour, inſtead of being, as 
they 
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«they are at preſent, di/reputably maintained 
al the Charge of their reſpeckive Pariſhes 
for in that Caſe, the Maintenance of the 
ſaid Poor People would be to come from 
foreign Countries, as the Leather Manu- 
factures by them wrought, would be worn 
by the People of thoſe Countries, and they 
who pay for the Shoes, &c. maintain the 
Shoe-makers, &c. who made them. 

The Profits or. Advantages ne un- 
der ibe four preceding Heads, would be 
reaped in common y, the landed and trad- 
ing Intereſts; but the former Intereſt would 
not gain ſo much, under theſe Heads of 

Advantage as would be gained by the latter 
Inter: For moſt of the Money that the 
Nobility, Gentry, Freeholders and Farmers 
aui fave by the decreaſed Prices of Shoes 
and other Leather Manufactures, would be 
Jet by the decreaſed Prices of Cattle; Jo 
that their clear Gain would be little more 
_ Zan they ſaved by the Decreaſe in the 
Poors Rates; whereas, Merchants, and 
moſt” Sorts of. Tradeſmen, would not only 
be pr eportionably benefited by a Decreaſe in. 
the Poors Rates » but whatever Money they 
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 feved by the decreaſed Prices of Shoes, 
&c. would ôli keveuſe be clear Gain to them, 
as they do not fell Oxen, Cows or atlas! 
Canes. ; 


N 


Bur this Exceeding if clear Gains ju" 
| by the Trading M OR E zun the landed 
Intereſt, would be much more than bal- 
lanced by the greater clear Gain which: 
would be made by the landed Intereſt, un- 
der the following Heads of Advantage, 
with which the trading Intereſt bath urn 


little Concern. : 
F ifch 7 


As the unemployed People whom an 
Increaſe in the Leather Manufacturies 
would find Employment for, would be. 
better fed and clathed, when they lived by 
their Labour, than they are now fed and 
chathed by the Houſe-keepers F their re- 
ſhective Pariſhes ; more of the common 
Neceſſaries of Life would then be con- 
ſumed by thoſe Manufacturers; and con- 
ſequently, the Freebolders, Farmers, and 
Graziers, of this Kingdom, ould fell 
+ fo rather 


(856) 
rather more Corn, Cattle, Cheeſe, Ruine, 
Wool, &c. and for rather better, or at 


leaſt as good, Prices. 


For though in two Pariſhes, which 
contain an equal Number of Men, Wo- 
men and Children, equal Quantities of 
Bread, Cheeſe, Butter, Beef, &c. may 
be conſumed, yet will thoſe Commodities 
ſell for more or leſs Money according to 


the Circumſtances of the People who buy 
them; and if the People in one of thoſe 
| Pariſhes, live wholly upon their Eftates, 
4 by Huſbandry, by Trade, or by Manu- 
3 fafuries, and the People in the other 
1 Pariſh have a numerous Poor to maintain, 
Bread, Cheeſe, Butter, Beef, &c, vill 
_ fell for better Prices in the Fey: _— 
than in the latter. 


Sixth, 


The Decreaſe of Eighteen 8 a 
Year for each Perſon, in the Expence of 
providing the Manufacturers and Labour- 
ers of this Kingdom (including their Wives 
and Children) 2 Shoes, &c. would ena- 
5 ble 


[ 


gy 


ble them to buy a little more Fleſh Meat 


and I have already eſtimated the Number 
of Cattle which would be required to ſup- 
ply that increaſed Conſumption of Beef, at 
Forty five Thouſand Head of Cattle, 
which Number would probably be killed 
yearly, more than there have deen killed 
of late Vears. 113 


* 


In which cafe, 


There would bs "thats fve Thouſand 


Calves reared every Year, more than there 


are at preſent᷑. 


n would be an Tacreaſe in the 
Stock of live Cattle, of no leſs than Nine- 
ty Thouſand Head; ſuppoſing that theſe 


Cattle ſhould be killed when they are but 


little more than two Years old. 


| There would be about Ninety Thou- 
fand Acres. of Land then grazed, which 
are not now grazed; or, which comes to 
the ſame in eſtect, there would be Improve- 


ments | in 8763 zed Lands, equal to the Pro- 
* duce 
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There would * the Fat __ Forty . 


Thoufand Head of Cattle every Year, 
more than at preſent; which would help _ 
to keep down the Price of Tallow, as the 


Ex portation of it 1s probibited. 


There would be Forty foe Thouſand 
Hedges to tann every Year, more than there 


are at preſent, and ſo much more 


Leather to work up into Manufactures, 


for Exportation : The Manufactury of 


which Leather would make the Janners, 


Shoemakers, Sadlers, and Glovers ſome 
amends, for the Decreaſe that would 
otherwiſe be in their Profits ; for if they 
bought Hides or Leather cheaper, they 


would not want jo much Money to carry 
on the ſame Quantity of Trade ; and ſome 
of the Money that now, with the Addi- 
tion of their Time and Skill, brings them, 
perhaps, Fifteen per Cent. in Trade, would 
not bring them more than Five per Cent. 
af 181 were to put it out at I. 


Seventh, 


( 59 ) 
n 


The Leather Menge cn ex- 
ported out of Great Britain would chen 
probably bring Fife ifty Thouſand Pounds a 
Vear more Money into the Nation, than 
hath of late Years, been annually brought 


into it, for all the Britiſb Leatber Ms 
Leather Manufa&ures exported 40 other, 


Countries, 


For I have before thewn, that if the 
Annual Exportation of Leather, &c, was 
to decreaſe from Three Millions zoo Thou- 
fand Pounds Weight to Two Millions of 


Pounds Weight of manufactured Leather; 


the Nation would, in that Caſe, not only 
make up that Decreaſe of Profit, by the 


increaſed Profit ariſing from the increaſed 
Exportation of Leather Manufa@ures ; | 


but would likewiſe keep, 1,23 8,400 lib. 


| W eight MORE of the annual Produce. 


of Engliſh Leather, at H OME, and 
gain Thirty two Thouſand one Hundred 


and fixty Pounds a Year MOR E Mo- 


ney from A BROAD than at preſent, 


To a 


- OE REIT. CEO 


ts) IP 


And poſing, that the medium Value | 


of the Britiſh Leather exported, is One 


Shilling per Pound Weight, as I have be- 
fore eſtimated it; the keeping One Mil- 


lion 238 Thouſand 400 Pounds Weight 


more, of the annual Produce of Britiſh 
Leather at home, will probably prevent 
Sixty Thouſand Pounds a Year from be- 
ing carried abroad, to buy Foreign Lea- 
n for 3 Confumptien. 


Ba that · inſtead of ing WF 1 
done, that Fifty Thouſand Pound 
Money would be annually brought its 
this Kingdom more than there is at pre- 
ſent; I might have aid, that probibiting 
the Beportatimn of unmanufaftured Britiſh 
Leather, would in all Probability bring 


Ninety Thouſand Pounds MORE Mo- 


ney into the Nation every Year, than is 
now brou ght for all the Leather and Lea- 


ther Manufattures exported from it; for 


as, according to the Old Proverb, a Pen- 
ny ſaved is a Penny got, ſo in this Caſe, 
there would be a Saving, to all Intents and 

| Purpoſes . 
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Purpoſes, of dr i Thouſand und a 


Year. | 


And in order to encourage the Exporta- 
tion of Britiſh Leather Manufafures, and 
the Conſumption of them in other Coun- 
tries, the Drawback of Duty allowed there- 
on, might be increaſed from Three'Ha if 
Pence to Three Pence per Pound Weight; 


eſpecially a8 the increaſed Charge to the 


Public, for fach an increaſed Drawback, 
would not be more than Twelve Thou- 


ſand Pounds a Year, ſuppoſing that the 


annual Exports of Leather Manufactures 
ſhould be fo much as Ty 10 Milli yy 
Pounds Weight. bh 41 
For Fe wo Millions of Three Pences come 
to no more than Twenty five Thouſand 
Pounds, in part of which Sum the Public 


now pays Thirteen Thouſand Pounds, for 
Drawbacks on Leather, &c. ſo that the 
increaſed Charge would not be more than 


Twelve Thouſand Pounds a Year; and it 
is certainly worth while to PAV Three 


Pence in Drawback of Duty, to GAIN 


Tuo Shi Hings by the Exportation of a 
Pound 
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Pound Weight of. \Leather Manufafures- 
if there ſhould be any Degree of Proba. 
bility, that thoſe Two Shillings cannot be 


gained by 4 Drawheck * 2 bree Ha aff 
Fan. ae A 


ho. hall not — to offer — Opin 
nion concerning the Degree of ſuch Pro- 
ability, but certain it is, that LABOUR, 
in this Country, is ee dearer than in 
many other Countries, to which Britiſh 
Leather is, and Britiſh Leather Manu- 
 Jabtures ty „in this Caſe, be exported ; 
and this Dearneſs, of Labour, if not 
counter atted by an Increaſe of Drawback, 
will certainly prevent the Exportation of 
conſiderable Quantities of Britiſſh Leather 
Manufagiures, which would otherwiſe be 
exported,” and Probably without much 
1 e Encs to Great Britain. ; 
"For the preſent Duty on a Pound Weight 
of Britiſh. Leather tanned,. is 'three Half 
pence; and the Duty on ſuch Leather, 
dreſſed in Oil, is eight Pence per Pound; ſo 
that a Drawvack of three Pence per Pound 
Weight an Sboes would hardly be equal to 
=> : - the 


the Duty paid for the Quantities of Lea 
ther uſed in them; for, if I am rightly 
informed, there is uſed in a Pair of Men's 
Frrong Shoes about ten Ounces of Leather 
Areſſed in Oil, the Duty on which is fie 
Pence, and about one Pound twelve Ounces 
of tanned Leather, the Duty on which is 
full 7avo Pence Halfpenny ; which Duties 
amount to ſeven Pence Haljpenny in all, 
and are ſomewhat leſs than a Drawback 
of three Pence per Pound would come to. 


So that if an Increaſe of Drawback ſhould 
be allowed, but confined to Shoes, and Boots, 
the increaſed Charge to the Public would 
then be leſs than Twelve Thouſand Pounds 

a Year; and three Half-pence a Pound on 
tanned Leather Manufafures, would be 
as much 22 Proportion vo the Duties paid 
for ſuch Leather, as three Pence a Pound 
would be, on the Leather uſed in Shoes. © 


It will perhaps be ſaid, that ſuch an 
-Tncreaſe of the Drawback on Britiſh Shoes, 
and Boots when exported, would occaſion 
Fraudulent Practices in Regard to the Ex- 
portation of ſuch Manufactures, but I ap- 


pre- | 


j 


1” n. 

prehend that thoſe Sorts of evil Practices 
might be prevented; for every Shoe or Boot 
which ſhould be entered for Exportation, 
might be marked on the Botiom of the 
Heel (as Hides are marked) and a Penalty 
laid by Law, upon any Perſon who ſhould. 

offer to ſell, in Great Britain, any O bees 


Or Boots, ſo marked, 


a But in order to render ſuch Meaſures 
more effectual, as the Legiſlature of Great 
Britain may in their great Wiſdom think 
expedient to be taken, in Regard to the 
Leather Trade, IJ humbly apprehend, that 
ſome Attention ſhould be had to the Lea- 
ther Trade of Treland; for if, according 
to Mr. Dob6s, his Account, the good Peo- 
ple of that Kingdom do annually export 
Sixty fix Thouſand tanned Hides and Se- 
venty c:ght Thouſand Raw Hides, THEY 
can ſpareand WE can pay them good Prices 
For thoſe, or greater, Numbers of Hides. 


Though I apprehend, that a conſiderable 
Number of the Hides exported from Jre- 
land, are imported into Great Britain, ſo 


that 4 Aanding Contract between the two 
King- 
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Kingdoms might more eaſily be made, for 


all the, 7aw or tanned Hides which the 


People of Treland can ſpare for Ex porta- 
tion; and as in that Caſe, they would be 


Re of a good Market for whatever 


Number of Hides they might have to ſpare, 
ſo might the People of Great Britain then 


carry on the Leather Trade with greater 


Advantage, and without doing any Sort of 
Pre; alice to the good People of Ireland. 


For che People of Foreign Nations vie- 


| tual their Ships with 7-i/ſh Beef BECAUSE 
they want it, and that Reaſon will continue 
in Force as long as Nations trade with each 
| other, and the Courſe of Nature, in Re- 
gard to the Seaſons of the Year, remains 
unaltered ; ſo that the viFualling Trade of 
Ireland is more owing to and ſecured by 


the Laws of Nature than the Laws of Na- 
tions, and as the former are, the DE- 


CREES of OMNIPOTENCE, they 
will ever controul the Laus and direct the 
Actions of Princes ans of Nations. 


Theſe are my Sentiments concerning the 


LEATHER TRADE of GREAT BRZL. 
5 K TAIN, 
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7 ALV. and 1 hope they are ſo plainly . 
preſſed, that every Freebolder and Farmer 
will be able to comprehend r my Meaning, 


for it is chiefly on their account, that T have 


been ſo particular, as it cannot be reckoned 
one of the leaſt of national Misfortunes, 
to have the Tide of Opinion and the Stream 
of Intereſt running contrary Ways ; ; and it 
will give me great Pleaſure, to find, that 
any Man of plain Underſtanding can diſ- 
cover, here I am right, and where I am 
Wrong, without any other Helps than 


thoſe of common Senſe and. common 
Arithmetic: 5 vo 3 


Pa 
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Errors to be corrected. 
ge 9 Line 2 — for to read of, 7 
1 to " ; 
24 21 a Comma wanting after Corn, 
28 20 for a Period put a Comma. | 
32 23 a Comma wanting after Leather, 
40 24 for are en read are at preſent, 


10 — for biddiug read bidding, 
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